LIFE AFTER DEATH             24l
A man is in no way changed by death, but is in
every respect the same man minus his physical body. His
thoughts, desires and emotions are exactly the same, and
his happiness or misery depends upon the extent to which
the loss of the physical body affects him. He often does not
believe he is dead as he sees the old familiar objects and
friends about him, but the realisation comes as he finds
that he cannot always communicate with them.  He
speaks to them even at once after death, and they do not
seem to hear ; he tries to touch them but finds himself
making no impression on them. For a time he persuades
himself that he is dreaming, but gradually discovers that
after all he is dead.
Then he usually begins to bepome uneasy because
of the defective teaching which he has received. He does
not understand where he is, or what has happened, since
his situation is not what he expected from the orthodox
standpoint. As an English general once said in a similar
condition: " But if I am dead, where am I ? If this is
heaven, I don't think much of it; and if it is hell, it is
better than I expected."
A great deal of totally unnecessary uneasiness and
even acute suffering has been thus caused by the baseless
and blasphemous hell-fire theory, for it has worked evil
beyond the grave as well as on this side. But presently the
man will meet with an astral helper, or some other dead
person who has been more sensibly instructed, and will
learn from him that there is no cause for fear, and that
there is a rational life to be lived in this new world, just
as there was in the old.
He will find by degrees that there is very much that
is new, as well as much that is a counterpart of what he
already knows; for in this astral world thoughts and

